Sunday, April 5, 2020
Palm & Passion Sunday
9:00 AM Worship Livestream at
www.facebook.com/elcvienna

Introduction
Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king and
humiliated servant. We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to follow Christ,
but find ourselves afraid, denying God. We wave palms in celebration today as Christ comes
into our midst, and we follow with trepidation as his path leads to death on the cross. Amid it
all we are invited into this paradoxical promise of life through Christ’s broken body and
outpoured love. We begin this week that stands at the center of the church year, anticipating
the completion of God’s astounding work.

GATHERING: THE HOLY SPIRIT GATHERS US
Welcome
Announcements
Children’s Message

“Palm & Passion Sunday”

Palm Sunday Gospel

Matthew 21:1-11

Jesus enters Jerusalem

Pastor: The good news of Jesus Christ according to the gospel of St. Matthew, chapter 21.
All: Glory to you, O Lord!
Pastor: 1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to
me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them
immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,
5“Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt,
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds
that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11The
crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.

All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Hymn

All Glory Laud and Honor

ELW # 344

WORD: GOD SPEAKS TO US IN SCRIPTURE AND PRAYER
Homily

“Great Expectations” based upon Matthew 21 & 27 by Pastor Tony Prinsen

Song

Jesus Paid It All

Verse 1
And I hear the Savior say
Thy strength indeed is small
Child of weakness watch and pray
Find in Me thine all in all
Chorus 1
'Cause Jesus paid it all
All to Him I owe
Sin had left a crimson stain
He washed it white as snow
Interlude
(It's washed away)
(All my sin and all my shame)
Verse 2
Lord now indeed I find
Thy pow'r and Thine alone
Can change the leper's spots
And melt the heart of stone
Verse 3
And when before the throne
I stand in Him complete
Jesus died my soul to save
My lips shall still repeat
Interlude
Sin had left a crimson stain
He washed it white as snow
He washed it white as snow
He washed it white as snow
Chorus 2
Oh praise the One Who paid my debt
And raised this life up from the dead
(Jesus)
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Apostles’ Creed
Leader: We proclaim our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed.
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
Leader: Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
Leader: God of mercy, awaken your church to new proclamations of your faithfulness. By your
Spirit, give us bold and joyful words to speak, that we sustain the weary with the message of
your redemption. Hear us, O God.
All: Your mercy is great.
Leader: God of mercy, quiet the earth where it trembles and shakes. Protect vulnerable
ecosystems, threatened habitats, and endangered species. Prosper the work of scientists,
engineers, and researchers who find ways to restore creation to health and wholeness. Hear us,
O God.
All: Your mercy is great.
Leader: God of mercy, drive away fear and anger that cause us to turn against one another.
Give courage to leaders who seek liberation for the oppressed. Bring peace and hope to those
who are in prison and those who face execution. Hear us, O God.
All: Your mercy is great.

Leader: God of mercy, send your saving help to all who suffer abuse, insult, discrimination, or
contempt. Heal the wounded. Comfort the dying. Bring peace to those suffering chronic or
terminal illness. Tend to all who cry out for relief. Hear us, O God.
All: Your mercy is great.
Leader: God of mercy, we pray for all who will prepare and lead worship in this Holy Week. In
all things, show us the ways that you call us to die to self, to live for you, and to give of
ourselves for the sake of others. Hear us, O God.
All: Your mercy is great.
Leader: God of mercy, bless the life-giving efforts of all medical professionals during this
coronavirus pandemic. Protect them and give them wisdom, strength, and endurance. Hear
us, O God.
All: Your mercy is great.
Leader: God of mercy, when we breathe our last, you raise us to eternal life. With all your
witnesses in heaven and on earth, let us boldly confess the name of Jesus Christ, our
resurrection and our hope. Hear us, O God.
All: Your mercy is great.
Leader: According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend
them to you; through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.

Peace
Pastor: Family of God in Christ, the peace of the Risen Lord be with you always!
All: And also with you.

The Lord’s Prayer
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray…
All: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

SENDING: THE HOLY SPIRIT LEADS US OUT INTO
MISSION IN THE WORLD
Blessing

Pastor: In this Holy Week, may the God of mercy bless you, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit .

All: Amen.

Music

Scars (with text for reflection)

Verse 1
Waking up to a new sunrise
Looking back from the other side
I can see now with open eyes
Darkest water and deepest pain
I wouldn't trade it for anything
'Cause my brokenness brought me to You
And these wounds are a story You'll use
Chorus 1
(So) I'm thankful for the scars
'Cause without them I wouldn't know Your heart
And I know they'll always tell of who You are
So forever I am thankful for the scars
Verse 2
Now I'm standing in confidence
With the strength of Your faithfulness
And I'm not who I was before
No I don't have to fear anymore
Bridge
I can see
I can see
How You delivered me
In Your hands
In Your feet
I found my victory
Chorus 2
I'm thankful for Your scars
'Cause without them I wouldn't know Your heart
And with my life I'll tell of who You are
So forever I am thankful
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The Passion of Jesus Christ

Matthew 27:11-44
In fulfillment of scripture and obedience to God’s will, Jesus goes to the cross so that a new
covenant in his blood may bring forgiveness of sins. Even the soldiers who crucify him recognize
him to be the Son of God.
Pastor: 11Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King
of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 12But when he was accused by the chief priests and
elders, he did not answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations
they make against you?” 14But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the
governor was greatly amazed.
15Now

at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd,
anyone whom they wanted. 16At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus
Barabbas. 17So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release
for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18For he realized that it was out of
jealousy that they had handed him over. 19While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife
sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great
deal because of a dream about him.” 20Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the
crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 21The governor again said to them, “Which
of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22Pilate said to
them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said,
All: “Let him be crucified!”
Pastor: 23Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more,
All: “Let him be crucified!”
24So

when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took
some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s
blood; see to it yourselves.” 25Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on
our children!” 26So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over
to be crucified.
27Then

the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they
gathered the whole cohort around him. 28They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on
him, 29and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in
his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30They
spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31After mocking him, they stripped
him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.

32As

they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this
man to carry his cross. 33And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of
a Skull), 34they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not
drink it. 35And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by
casting lots; 36then they sat down there and kept watch over him. 37Over his head they put the
charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”
38Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39Those who
passed by derided him, shaking their heads 40and saying, “You who would destroy the temple
and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the
cross.” 41In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking
him, saying, 42“He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come
down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. 43He trusts in God; let God deliver him
now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’ ” 44The bandits who were crucified with him
also taunted him in the same way.

Special Music

Cortège, Op. 31. No. 2

Louis Vierne

The Passion of Jesus Christ (continued)

Matthew 27: 45-54
noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 46And
about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God,
my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This
man is calling for Elijah.” 48At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine,
put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. 49But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether
Elijah will come to save him.” 50Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his
last. 51At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth
shook, and the rocks were split. 52The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints
who had fallen asleep were raised. 53After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and
entered the holy city and appeared to many. 54Now when the centurion and those with him,
who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were
terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”
45From

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Dismissal
Pastor: Go in peace, and serve the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!

Thank you for worshipping with us. Join us again in worship during this Holy Week.
Our Maundy Thursday service will livestream at 7pm. Services on Good Friday will livestream at 12pm
and 7pm. We will livestream our Easter Celebration at 9am next Sunday.
All services can be found at www.facebook.com/elcvienna. God bless you!

